By Peter Bortner
The REPUBLICAN. ‘
GORDON - The congregalio

of Christ's United Lutheran Chu
will come iﬂg&tﬁe‘f Sunday 4

“The ccngregatmn is extr@m&iv

excited.” the Hev Joseph A, “Ja&”
Serafin pastor ol Christ's United
Lutheran, said this week as he and

his congreeation of more than 400

adull members pregsamd for ihe 2

CHURCH/From Page 2
Paters Lave}}e that m&rged;

déﬁ; 311{1 Sxeh, G}z‘ar dville. .
Th@ deau‘a for unity was a iaetar -

mg to Rev. Sera in .
“The congregation felt that we fi

needed to combine, o pool tmr e

Solrees together ‘

location. They felt that :
ing would make that easier,” he
smd

The congregation chose the site To pa
because ﬂ; was a ceﬂtra} iacattan ‘ ]

ville, ﬂf the Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Chureh of America, the

chureh's parenl organization, will
be among those assisting Rev sera:
finat ﬁhe service,

hurch

%?mss, Wescos- ingb

, mst ‘i;me {;ﬁé% amﬁ Lmis i&} be t}m@ .
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ama that w;}} s:eat 25& penp}e anﬁ a
}arge narthex area that can seat aﬁ ‘

mzatmn aﬁﬁ 5
and gifts rangmg from $1i3 tt) over
$20.000, he said. ~

Before the dedmaﬂaﬁ semm,

the dedication of 2

: ~ 18
ible us tea (iﬁ that, Re& S&rafm
said.
The church 15 g mmi;m&tmn of
members lrom fowr norihern
- Schuvikill County chapels, including

day d!’ld Chmstmaﬁ Eve.
“1t is mostly finished. There are

 Please sec CHURCH/Page 30 |

ye ¢ ed]cated

th&re‘wﬂl be an open house with -
tours of the church from noon to 2

P‘m ‘
_ Also celebrating at the ﬁeehea~
mm service will be the Rev. Dr. Jon
Brndjar, assistant to Bishop Weiss;
the Rev. Donald Henderschedt,
pastor of St Johns Lutheran
(‘:hxxmh, Sx:ranten the Re\s Peggy

two, St John's, Kimmels, and St
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Lutheran
parish

to dedicate
new church
on Dec. 27

ASHLAND — With - mountaing

‘rising up on one side and the rich

farmiand of Ashland R.D. 1 spreading
oul-on the othes the s Chiist
United Lutheran Church &8
beautifully out of & field that vysedio
bethe home of the Gordon arport:

On Sunday, Dec, 27, during a ser-
vice scheduled for 2 pan., the CULC
congregation will dﬁi%m%e g new
facility to the “service of the Lord.”

Christ United Lutheran Church was
founded on Jan. 1, 1969, bringihg
logether five separate congregations
tnto one  corporate identity, But
worship  services' and  church
meetings continued to be held in the
different huildings located throughout
the Ashland area.

One of the chapels (as the former
congregations came to be known?,
Good Shepherd in Ashland, decided to
pall out of the union in 1978 and
becamen separa te congregation,

Because of a need to unite and pool
resources, the members of Christ
United decided to build one worship
facility to meet all of the needs c:zf the
congregation,

Citing their desire to continue
ministry on their own, members from
Zion Chapel, Girardville and Saint
Paul Chapel, Gordon, left Christ
United.

Some of the members of these
chapels, however remain members of
Christ  United. With Saint John
Chapel, Kimmels and Saint Peter
Chapel, Lavelle, providing bullding
bspaw the Uhrist United congregation

NEW GHQRQR == The beautiful new Christ United Lutheran Church, built on the former home of

the Gordon airg}mt will be ﬁefﬁ {’:a?@:{j wi t?“;
an inside vie

QQ@C?Eg service on Sunday, Dec. 27. The top photo provides

Caplires ]

verall view of thedacliite
{Photos ﬁﬁk&ﬁﬁiieﬁ}




% CONTINUED from Page 1

has - continued worshipping and
serving in the Ashland area, awaiting
completion of the new house of
worship: ‘

On April 11, 1992, groudbreaking
services were held at the site along

Airport Road between Gordon and

Route 901, Construetion began im-
mediately following the services, and
has continued through the first part of

December The total cost  for the

construction will exceed $700,000,
with additional money being spent to
furnish the building.

A capital funds campaign among
members has raised well over
$100,000 so far, and another $100,000
has been donated for memorials and
special gifts in order to provide
furnishings. Through a loan: fund
established - by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, the rest
of the constriction costs have been

met, churchofficials said.
await with ¢ on the

- dedication service on Dec. 27, look

upon the new facility as a place,
finally, 1o come together as a upited
congregation to worship in the 2580-
seat worship space, to minister to the
needs of the community and to gather
for fun and fellowship. The building
will serve as “a tool to reachout to the
‘Ashland area with the loveof Chrigl
church officials said. ‘

A festive day is beiug planned for
Dec. 27, they added. A regular wor-
ship service will be beld al 8:30.8.m.
At noon, an open house will be beld for
the entire community, featuring tours
of the building. The dedication ser-
vice itself will follow at 2. p.m.; with
Bishop Harold 5. Weiss of the Nox
theastern Pennsylvania Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Churche in
America, participating.

A meal will be served following the
service in the 200-seat social hall. The
public is invited fo attend the evenls.
Tickets are needed for the dinner and
may be purchased at the church of-

fice. For details call the church office

at 8751581



